RACIAL TYPES

brought me into close touch with the Arabs of Mesopotamia,
Transjordan and the Persian Gulf, I was impressed on
meeting the natives of central South Arabia - the Dhufar
'bloc/ with a feeling of some fundamental difference. The
Political Resident in Aden, Major-General Maitland,
recorded a similar impression in the following terms:

cThe people of Arabia belong to two distinct and apparently
quite different ,races. The common idea of the Arab type , . .
tall bearded men with clean-cut hawk-like face. The Arabs of
South Arabia are smaller, darker, coarser featured and nearly
beardless. All authorities agree that the southern Arabs are
nearly related by origin to the Abyssinians. Yet strange to say
it is the Egypto-African race who are the pure Arabs, while the
stately Semite of the north is Musta'rab . . . Arab by adoption
and residence rather than by descent/

Arab scholars themselves have inherited a tradition that
their race is derived from two stocks, Qahtan and Adnan,
but tribes scattered over the peninsula to-day claiming
descent from one or other of these ancestors are of indistin-
guishable racial types. On the other hand, differences
noted by Burton and Maitland and Glaser, and in our own
generation by Rathjens, are well marked, and the tribes
thus differentiated do not coincide with the Qahtan-Adnan
demarcation.

None of these Europeans, moreover, could have been
familiar with the group of Dhufar tribes I encountered,
which there is very strong anthropological and linguistic
evidence for regarding as at most racially peculiar, at least
racially different.

Inscriptions and ruined cities in South-west Arabia bear
witness to ancient Minaean and Sabaean civilisations that